Whitcliffe Mount School
Disability awareness workshops on 14 December 2015
Feedback and responses to questions
Session 1 (9:00-10:00 am)
Questions:

· Why hasn’t the world adapted to help disabled people? Will it ever?
Probably because many people still have a negative take on disability and do not examine their views. I think that the more people that understand the social model of disability, the sooner the world will adjust to including disabled people.

· Can you fix a disability?
Disabled people are not broken!  It is possible to overcome some impairments but not all.  It is important to remember that disabled people do not necessarily want to be “cured”.
· If you are disabled can you go to school?
Of course!  Sometimes schools need to make “reasonable adjustments” so that disabled children can be included in every aspect of school life.
· To take down the safety bar because I broke my legs.
I am not sure if this is a question, but trust your school would listen if you wanted to say something about your experience.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 20; total: 20)
Helpful because...
1. I didn’t realise how much people were affected by abuse for being disabled to do things.
2. I have found out the true meaning of disabled.

3. I have learnt loads more info.

4. Show’s everyone’s different.

5. I was showed how disabled people are discriminated against and how they can actually lead normal lives and do some things better than others.

6. I have learnt that disabled people can do the same as us in a different way.

7. I have learnt that even if you are disabled you can still do the same thing but in a different way.

8. I realised some disabilities don’t have an effect on a body.

9. Now I know more about disability and what they mean.

10. I know things that I didn’t know about disability.

11. Helped me to understand more about disabled people.

12. I would not know anything about disabled people.

13. I’ve learnt more about disabilities.

14. I am now able to see from another perspective.

15. I have learnt more about it.

16. I’ve learnt what disabled means.

17. I’ve learnt what spastic really means.

18.  I have learnt that disabled people aren’t always disabled.

19. I think it really opened my eyes to how disabled people aren’t really different or abnormal.

20. I was interested in the difference between impairment and disability.
Session 2 (10:15-11:15 am)
Questions:

· What is the difference between people?
There are lots of differences between people and also lots of similarities.  Sometimes a difference may be very noticeable, in which case I think it is all the more important to be aware of the similarities.
· How do people have strokes?  
Strokes happen when not enough blood reaches the brain, for example when a blood vessel gets blocked or if it leaks or bursts.
· Why is stupid on the board?
Those words were there to prompt us to think about how we use language and how the words that we use affect, and are affected by, our thinking.  “Stupid” was there to draw attention to what we value about people and to question if someone is less worthy if they learn slower than other people.
· Why is blonde a disability?
It is not, see also above re: why the list of words was there. “Blonde” was there to draw attention to the fact that blonde people are sometimes treated as though they are less intelligent, even though we know that hair colour has absolutely nothing to do with intelligence.  I wanted to draw attention to the fact that this tends to happen to girls and women and that it also happens to some disabled people, also for no logical reason.
· Someone told me that being left-handed is disabled.
It is not.  You may want to ask this person how being left-handed could disable you.  You could also tell them the definition of disability from the Equality Act 2010: a person is considered to be disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term negative effect on their ability to do ordinary daily activities.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 22; no response: 1; total: 23)
Helpful because:
1. It gave me information about disabled people.

2. It’s told me what disabled means.

3. I’ve learnt what spastic.

4. I learnt that there are 2 types of disability.

5. I now know what the real meaning of disability is.

6. I have learnt a lot more.

7. I found out more about disability.

8. It helped me understand more.

9. I had learnt that people are all the same.

10. I didn’t know that much about disability.

11. I didn’t know that much about disability but now thanks to the workshop, I know.

12. I have found out that just because you are disabled it doesn’t mean you can’t do stuff.

13. I learnt a lot of things about people who are considered to be ‘disabled.’

14. It has told me about different meanings for another moment.

15. We have learnt a lot more about disability

16. I found out more about disabled people and how they feel.

17. I learnt the definition of disabled.

18. I’ve found out stuff like new stuff.

19. It helped me look at the concept of disability in a new way.

20. I know how the disabled people feel.

21. I learnt spastic meaning.

22. It has helped me understand about disability better.

Session 3 (11:15am-12:15 pm)
Questions:

· What is Down Syndrome?
It is a difference in how our bodies are made up.  Some people are born with an extra chromosome (those tiny bits in every cell of our bodies, which determine many of our personal characteristics) and this usually results in learning difficulties and particular physical characteristics.  It is called Down Syndrome because the doctor who first described it was called John Langdon Down. 
· What is wrong with them? They’re still alive – they can actually do incredible things like Steven Wiltshire.
I would not say that there is anything ‘wrong’ with disabled people; we are all different in some ways and similar in others.  Sometimes people who have greater, or lesser, abilities than most people are thought to be more, or less, worthy than others.  Most of us can do some things very well and need help with other things.  We all have a choice on which differences or similarities to focus our attention on.  
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 15, not helpful: 2, total: 17)
Helpful because:

1. It has given me an insight on what people who are mentally disabled have to go through every day, for example: be avoided and ignored and their carer being talked to instead of them.
2. I now respect people with disabilities. I wasn’t bothered before but now I care.

3. It shows another side to how disabled people feel and are.

4. It educated me more on people’s day to day life who struggle with a disability.

5. I did not know all above disabled people.

6. It has changed my view of disabled children.

7. I now understand more about it.

8. It shows that people would rather speak to someone who can’t speak English than a disabled person.

9. There’s a lot of things I learnt like that not many people will talk to the disabled person and they try to talk to the person who doesn’t speak English so nobody gets a free snack but someone talked to the disabled person and they got a free snack.

10. It shows us how people really feel if they are treated in a different way to us and that they know they deserve better.

11. I feel like I know more about disabilities and how you shouldn’t marginalise someone because of it.

12. It has shown me that whether you’re disabled or not, you’re still capable of a lot of things.
13. It made me realise that just because someone has a disability it does not mean they can’t be successful or anything and they are just like us.

14. It has given me a different perspective on how disabled people feel about themselves.

15. Now I know what disabilities really are and how affective they can be.

Not helpful because:

1. I haven’t really learnt much.

2. More important things could have been taught instead of this. It would be ok to learn about this for 15 minutes but it’s more useful for real life learning.
Session 4 (12:45-1:45 pm)
Questions:

· [Personal information about student’s family]
· What is it like being disabled?
I am not sure there is an answer to this question, as each person has their own life experience and their own way of making sense of it.  I could ask “What is it like being a 14-year-old?” and each person would have a different answer.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 3, no response: 2, total: 5)
Helpful because:

1. It was helpful to me.

2. Yes a little.
3. I was able to find out about famous people’s disabilities.
Session 5 (1:45-2:45 pm)
Questions:

· I don’t get why people are so mean to people with disabilities because they could probably do more than we can.
I agree, everybody should be equally valued because we are all human.  Sometimes people are mean because they do not understand, or find it difficult to cope with, difference.  Also, some people do not feel good about themselves and may try to feel better by belittling others.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 5, total: 5)
Helpful because:

1. I understand how people with disabilities live.
2. I have realised the difference between us all.

3. I know a lot more about disability.

4. I got more of an understanding that disabled people have to go through a lot more than we do.

5. I now understand that disabled people can be the same as us or better than us because of what they were born with. Might make them a better person.
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