Walker Road Primary School
Disability awareness workshops on 15 January 2016
Feedback and responses to questions
Workshop 1 (10:00 – 10:45 am)
Questions:

· What would it be like to have no legs?
I am not sure there is an answer to this question, as each person has their own life experience and their own way of making sense of it.  I could ask “What is it like being a 10-year-old?” and each person would have a different answer. That said, I expect that for people who have been born with no legs, it probably feels absolutely normal.  For anybody who lost their legs later in life it would probably feel odd at first and then they would adjust to their new normality.  
· What do disabled people do in their own spare time?
This, too, sounds like a question that cannot have a single answer.  I guess disabled people do the sorts of things anybody else does with their spare time, probably doing some things differently (like the artist we saw painting with her mouth).  Remember that disabled people have more in common with other people, than with each other.

What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 18; total: 18)
Helpful because...
1. Learning about disabilities.
2. I never knew people that are not the same can do things just like us.

3. It taught me some stuff about people with disabilities.

4. It made me look from a different perspective, it’s nice to know people care.

5. There is a lot people that are with back injuries.

6. It will help me learn more about people with no legs or arms.

7. I never knew that some people could drive with their feet.

8. It helped me understand that you shouldn’t judge people by the way they look.

9. We are learning more of disabilities.

10. I learnt a lot more about disability.

11. It shows that don’t judge a book by its cover.

12. It has made clear to me what the class know and don’t know so I can plan future lessons.

13. I learnt a lot of things in both. [Assembly and class workshop?]
14. It is right it does not matter.

15. Helpful.
16. Now I know that people can do different things in a different way.

17. I found out more about disability and learn more about that it doesn’t matter what you like or what you are.

18. I have learnt lots of new things like how people without arms can drive a car or do all other things that a person with arms can do.

Workshop 2 (11:00 – 11:45 am)
Questions:

· How does the woman drive with feet?
She has a specially adapted car, with a second steering wheel and all other controls in the well of the driver’s seat.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 23; total: 23)

Helpful because:
1. Helpful.

2. It was good.

3. It was interesting and nice to see and listen to.

4. It was nice to see the clips. [Video clips of disabled people doing things differently]
5. I learned how people drive with no arms.

6. It was helpful.

7. I have found this workshop very helpful.

8. I found it fun.

9. I learned about people with problems.

10. I have learnt how people eat with no hands.

11. Now I know about disability and that people are different to us.

12. Because of how the boy learnt to talk.

13. I like to watch the clips.
14. I like the videos because I like the man who draws fast. [Steven Wiltshire]
15. It was nice to see what people could do without feet.
16. I can see what people do the same but different.

17. I like seeing what disabled people could do with different techniques.

18. I learned what people can do.

19. It was interesting because it was fun.

20. There were good video clips showing how people with disabilities carry out everyday tasks.

21. I learned about disabled people.

22. I learned about disability.

23. They giving free sweets. [Video clip on how the public ignores a man in a wheelchair]

Workshop 3 (11:45 am – 12:30 pm)
Questions:

· Is it sore when you get your legs amputated then you get wooden legs?
I expect initially it would be but, as with any other wound, this would get better as the wound heals.
· How can the no armed woman get her foot so high?
With lots of practice, I expect!
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 15; not helpful: 1; no response: 1; total: 17)
Helpful because:

1. It was inspiring seeing people who have disabilities.
2. It told me about disabilities.

3. I know what disabled people feel.

4. Now I understand how disabled people are included most of the time.

5. I now know how disabled people feel and do things.

6. We are going to look at disability awareness next term so it was a good introduction to the pupils.

7. I didn’t know that somebody with no arms can do so lots of things.

8. It shows that disabled people should be treated like a normal person and valued the same.

9. I didn’t know this kind of stuff.

10. I learned things about disabled people that are really important.

11. I didn’t know that much about disabled people and now I have more respect for them and now I know how hard it is for them.

12. I thought all that was impossible.
13. I can help everyone.

14. You’ve made me realise that disabled aren’t any different and I liked watching the videos.

15. [Unclear writing] ? It has showed me how people are.

Not helpful because:

I already treat disabled people like normal people.

No response:
Difficult to understand because newly arrived EAL pupil

Workshop 4 (1:15 – 2:00 pm) 
Questions:

· How is it possible to do make up with your legs?
With lots of practice, I expect!

· Is there a person with three legs?
What an interesting question, thank you!  I did not know of anyone but have found out that Francesco Lentini (1889-1966) was born, and lived, with three legs.  People can be born with very unusual bodies; on this occasion it was probably because of a pregnancy which started as twins but later one of the two bodies absorbed the other. Like many unusual things, this happens naturally and is part of our shared humanity.
· How is it possible for the lady to drive a car?

The lady who has no arms has a specially adapted car, with a second steering wheel and all other controls in the well of the driver’s seat, which she controls with her feet.
· How much time do you need to spend to do your make up without hands?

I do not know, but my guess is that it takes people who do things with their feet just as long to put on their make up as it takes people who do things with their hands.
· Why do these things happen?

If the question is why are some people disabled, then my answer would be because we are all different, some differences are more noticeable than others, and society has not developed enough to take account of all our differences.  If the question is why disabled people get treated harshly, I’d say that everybody should be equally valued because we are all human.  Sometimes people treat others harshly because they do not understand, or find it difficult to cope with, difference.  Also, some people do not feel good about themselves and may try to feel better by belittling others.

What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 20; total: 20)

Helpful because:

1. It showed me that disabled people are also normal people and that they have talent as well.

2. I know how these people feel like.

3. It helps people know that disabled people are equal to us.

4. It shows you how good people can still be.

5. It helps people understand disabled still means person and that no one is different.

6. Just because you are disabled doesn’t mean you can’t do things.

7. I know how people feel like.

8. I think it helpful.

9. I never knew how many disabled people were ignored .

10. I never knew how many disabled people were ignored.

11. I now know that disabled people are the same.

12. It made the children think about disabilities and that we are all valuable members of society.

Eight more people said just: “helpful”. 
Workshop 5 (2:00 – 2:45 pm) 
Questions:

· I would like to know why disabled people get treated differently than others.
If the question is why some disabled people get additional support, I would say that in order to treat people equally we sometimes have to treat people differently (for example giving some people the support that others don’t need, so that everyone has equal opportunities in life).  If the question is why disabled people get treated harshly, I’d say that everybody should be equally valued because we are all human.  Sometimes people treat others harshly because they do not understand, or find it difficult to cope with, difference.  Also, some people do not feel good about themselves and may try to feel better by belittling others.
· Do you think some people take advantage of disability?

I am not sure what taking advantage of disability would look like. I believe that some people try to treat others fairly and some try to take advantage of other people (and the same person may react differently in different situations).  I am absolutely certain that there is no reason to believe that disabled people are any more likely than other people to want to take advantage of anyone or anything.  Remember that disabled people have more in common with other people, than with each other.
What you said about this workshop: (helpful: 25, total: 25)

Helpful because:

1. I have found the workshop helpful and interesting.
2. I found it helpful to understand more about disability. I did not know much about it.

3. I think that it made me understand disabilities more.

4. I found it helped me open my eyes and allowed me to see that disabled people are like us but they do things differently.

5. There were videos to help support stories and examples.
6. We now know that people don’t all think the same.

7. Now we know more about disability and how it feels when you are disabled.

8. I learnt how disabled people do things for or how they feel.

9. It showed me that disabled people can do things better than some people.

10. To know how to help people.

11. I found it helpful because this helping people disabled.

12. It helped me because I now know more about pupil.
13. Helpful.

14. We learned a lot about disabled people.

15. It helped me learn more about disability.

16. Now I know you don’t have to be perfect to do something.

17. It let me know more of disability.

18. I never knew that people could drive cars with their feet and I got to know more about disability.

19. The video let me understand more stuff.

20. I now understand how hard it is to be with no arms.

21. I learned more about disabled people.

22. It is helping me learn.

23. It made me learn more about disability.

24. It helped me learn more about disability.

25. I like the video.
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